Speech of Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani
Prime Minister of Pakistan
On inauguration of Berths of Karachi Port
(September 23, 2011)
********
Governor Sindh, Dr Ishrat ul Ebad Khan,
Chief Minister Sindh, Syed Qaim Ali Shah,
Federal Secretary Ports & Shipping,
Director General Ports & Shipping,
Chairperson KPT,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Assalam-o-Alakium

It is my privilege to inaugurate berths No 12 to 14 that have been very diligently reconstructed by Karachi Port Trust, the premier port management outfit of Pakistan. This laudable effort of engineering and expertise will considerably enhance the cargo handling capacity of the port that will go a long way in furthering the cause of maritime trade in Pakistan.
 

Shipping has traditionally been the backbone of economic activity of Pakistan. With the advent of globalization, its importance has increased manifold as shipping industry is continuously devising efficient ways to foster healthy competition in the spheres of production and transportation. The latest emerging trends of global maritime requirements have made it incumbent on Pakistan to explore ways aimed at improving productivity and services in terms of quality and economy.
 

The continuous movement forward in global shipping practices has made it imperative that our ports keep pace with the best in the field. Consequently, Karachi Port Trust considered it essential to expand the quality of port services in order to facilitate more number of ships. In this backdrop, the construction and operation of berths will help boost the regional economy and Karachi’s position as a shipping hub of the nation. These facilities will, undoubtedly, attract additional shipping carrying thousands of tons of cargo.
 

Ladies and Gentlemen
 

Pakistan is in the grip of a multitude of complex issues, which have been aggravated by the floods in the province of Sindh. My heart goes out to the sufferers of this natural catastrophe whom I have seen in tremendous distress. Today each one of us needs to rise above ourselves and help our brothers, sisters and children affected by this national calamity. Devastation caused by last years flood was no less painful and the country had barely recovered from its effects when again we have had to face this gruesome situation. 
 

I take this opportunity to applaud the efforts of the ports of Pakistan in general and the Karachi Port in particular that received and continues to receive and dispatch the relief goods sent by the international donors and overseas Pakistanis. I am grateful to all friends abroad who reached out to help our countrymen. In this respect, I had authorized a special waiver in demurrage that will ensure clearance of the relief goods without delay.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
 

It would be in fitness of things to say a few words about KPT, a unique institution that is in existence since the last 125 years and is bearer of rich heritage. It is a vibrant and autonomous organization that is not only functioning well but has also supported the city of Karachi in complementing its own functions as well as some civic needs of the society. In many ways, Karachi Port with its glorious past, a self sustaining existence and a promising future, is an icon for all Pakistanis and through its prism we can reflect on our rich history, realize our immense potential, galvanize our energies and aim to attain our rightful place in the comity of nations. By joining hands and reposing our unflinching faith in Almighty Allah I am fully confident that we will overcome all hurdles that come in our way.
 

Ever since my Government came into power, I find KPT engaged in a progressive mode. In 2009 I inaugurated the Pakistan Deep Water Container Port which is a mega project and will have the potential to accommodate deep draft mother ships. Various plans of KPT including the cargo village and harbour crossing bridge stand out as the hallmark and will carve out a modern trade handling infrastructure in Karachi. KPT is contributing to the city of Karachi through its civic responsibilities including construction of Jetties, Islands, other flyovers and road connectivity projects.
 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
 

I am very glad to notice the induction of state-of-the-art powerful tugs acquired from our brotherly country Turkey and we take pride in our special relationship and trust that such cooperation will foster our mutual relations.  Induction of these tugs in KPT will surely enable it to handle even larger ships and facilitate economical means of trade.  It is, indeed, heartening to witness the induction of two pusher tugs and a dredge tender built in Karachi Shipyard for KPT. The present government, soon after assuming office, encouraged the Karachi Shipyard & Engineering Works to regain its potential. Today I feel highly satisfied to see the progress being made by Karachi Shipyard. These crafts are true reflection of our indigenous development capability which my Government has always promoted and encouraged. I applaud the efforts of Federal Minister for Ports and Shipping Mr. Baber Khan Ghouri in this regard. I also appreciate the donation of KPT Chairperson for the flood affectees. 
 

In the end I take this opportunity to congratulate the Karachi Port Trust working under the guidance of Ministry of Ports & Shipping for the improvement that they have brought about in functioning of the Karachi Port. I am positive that their efforts will usher in excellent economic results. I want to thank every one present here and wish them success in all their efforts. 
 
Pakistan Painabad!
