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On the occasion of our 64th Independence Day, | would like to apprise the world
community that Pakistan's economy has suffered colossal losses due to relentless
war against terrorism since last decade.

Unfortunately, the recent unprecedented torrential rains and devastating floods have
made more than 20 million people homeless, destroyed standing crops and food
storages worth billions of dollars, washed away bridges, roads, communication and

energy networks.

Therefore, relief activities can only be carried out by helicopters, boats and
hovercrafts. Due to very hot and humid weather, outhreak of epidemics is a serious
threat which can further compound the already grave situation. As the world
community is well aware that the scale of destruction on account of these floods is
much bigger than the Tsunami dewvastation. | appeal to the world community to

extend a helping hand to fight the affects of this calamity.

On this occasion | will also briefly elaborate the main contours of our foreign policy.

The democratic government's foreign policy is reflective of our national aspirations
for peace and stability in our country, our neighbourhood, in our region and in the
world. With all our friends in the international community, we seek to develop
partnerships of mutual benefit that will help Pakistan its latent potential.

Pakistan continues to stand tall and firm against the forces of terrerism and
extremism. No nation has sacrificed more, or achieved more in this struggle. Nor
perhaps is any nation as united, or as resolute as Pakistan. Our efforts and
achievements speak for themselves.

It is our reasonable expectation that the world would stand by us in word and in



deed.

Pakistan's all weather friendship with China is the corner-stone of our foreign
policy.Intensive leadership level engagement has yielded positive results. We deeply
appreciate Chinese assistance for our economic development and security.

Pakistan seeks to strengthen ties with the US based on mutual trust, mutual respect
and mutual interest. | am happy to note that Pakistan-US Strategic Dialogue has been
upgraded and expanded.

This is a manifestation of our common desire to develop a long-term, broad based
and people-centric partnership. Since the advent of democracy, relations with the
European Union and key European States have developed along an upward
trajectory.

To offset losses to our economy, Pakistan has sought greater access to European
markets. We remain hopeful of a positive of our efforts.

Pakistan and Afghanistan face a common set of challenges and we have legitimate
stakes in Afghanistan’s peace, stability and development. We will continue to
support an Afghan-led process of reconciliation and reintegration.

We attach importance te our bilateral relations with Iran, Islamic and Arab States and
Central Asian countries.

In pursuance of our objective of a peaceful and stable neighbourhoed, and for
resclving outstanding disputes with India, we firmly believe that dialogue is the only
way forward.

For lasting peace and stability in South Asia, Pakistan has and will continue to
advocate a Strategic Restraint regime.

The resilient Pakistani nation is determined to convert all challenges into
opportunities. Today, we are marching ahead confident of success and the
realization of our rightful destiny as a peaceful and prosperous state.
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